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Funding and Voluntary Consumables Charges Policy

1. Introduction
This policy outlines how The Lime Trees implements government-funded early education hours and applies any charges for consumables, additional hours, and optional activities, in accordance with the Department for Education’s Statutory Guidance (April 2025).

2. Principles
- Funded early education hours are free at the point of delivery.
- We do not charge for access to government-funded hours.
- All additional charges are optional, clearly marked as consumables, and communicated in advance.
- Parents have the right to opt out of additional charges by providing their own consumables.

3. Funded Hours
We offer the following funded places (subject to eligibility):
- 15 or 30 hours for eligible 2, 3 and 4-year-olds.
- Funded sessions are clearly outlined in parent agreements and confirmed prior to each term.
Parents will not be asked to:
- Pay top-up fees (the difference between our charges and the funded rate)
- Purchase a set number of hours beyond their entitlement

4. Charging for Consumables
It's important to know that government funding is not intended to cover the full cost of childcare. It does not include essential extras like meals, nappies, wipes, sun cream, additional hours, and trips. If you're eligible for funding, you'll still be responsible for these items. 
Additional Voluntary Charges
Snacks
Full Day - £2.00
Half Day - £1.00
Consumables (wipes, any trips, suncream)
Full Day - £2.00
Half Day - £1.00

7. Invoicing and Communication
- Parents will receive clear, itemised invoices showing:
- Funded hours
- Additional hours
- Charges for consumables or optional extras
The pricing structure for your setting is attached.

8. Opt-Out Procedures
If a parent wishes to opt out of any consumables or meals:
- They must inform us via email.
- Arrangements (e.g. packed lunches) must comply with nursery health and safety standards.

9. Monitoring and Review
This policy is reviewed annually or in response to changes in national guidance. We welcome feedback from families and stakeholders to ensure our approach remains fair, transparent and supportive.

10. Contact
For questions or to request further explanation 
Contact: Mandy Selby 
Email: Mandyselby@thelimetrees.co.uk 
Phone: 0115 931 3562

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-education-and-childcare--2/early-education-and-childcare-applies-from-1-april-2024#part-a-free-places

This policy was adopted in April 2025 and reviewed in January 2026. 

Next review August 2026. 
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